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SUB J : REBUILDING THE COURT SYSTEM 

REF: HK 2924 

1. FOLLOWING THE NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS' RESURRECTION 

OF THE SUPREME COURT AND THE COURT S RECENT ACTION GRANTING 
AMNESTY TO KMT WAR-CRIMINALS (REFTEL), WE NOW HAVE THE FIRST MEDIA 
REFERENCES SINCE THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION TO A PROVINCIAL 
HIGHER PEOPLE'S COURT. A TSINGHAI BROADCAST (MARCH 24) 

IDENTIFIED YANG HSI-LIN AS PRESIDENT OF THAT PROVINCE'S 
COURT. YANG IS PRESUMABLY THE SAME INDIVIDUAL IDENTIFIED 
IN MARCH 1960 AS THEN SECRETARY GENERAL OF TSINGHAI'S PARTY 
COMMITTEE. 

2. WHEREAS ANNOUNCEMENTS OF PREVIOUS MNESTIES HAD MADE 
REFERNCE TO INVOLVEMENT OF HIGHER PEOPLE'S COURTS, THERE HAS 
BEEN NO SUCH MENTION WITH THE LATEST RELEASE. THIS 
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SUGGESTS THAT THESE BODIES HAVE NOT YET BEEN FULLY RESTORED 
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IN THE PROVINCES. WE DO NOT KNOW HOW MANY OTHER PROVINCES 
BESIDES TSINGHAI HAVE REESTABLIHED THESE COURTS. HOWEVER, 

THE RESTABLISHMENT OF THIS LEVEL OF THE COURT SYSTEM WOULD 
FURTHER ENHANCE THE REGIME'S IMAGE OF NORMALCY AND ADHERENCE 
TO PROCEDURE. AS AN "ORGAN OF PROLETARIAN DICTATORSHIP ", 

THE COURT SYSTEM CAN BE EXPECTED TO HAVE A ROLE IN THE CURRENT 
DICTATORSHIP CAMPAIGN. 
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